Pan-European Biodiversity Picnic – Macedonia
REPORT 
The biodiversity Picnic in Macedonia was organized by MAKMONTANA – UNEP National Committee of the Republic of Macedonia in co-operation with the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning and CEEWEB for Biodiversity. 
Printed leaflets both on English and Macedonian languages were produced prior to the Picnic and together with the invitations they were sent to different entities in Macedonia. At the same time posters were printed using this year biodiversity theme - invasive alien species. 
The event was also advertised on the MAKMONTANA – UNEP National Committee of the Republic of Macedonia official website.

The biodiversity picnic took place on June 11, in the garden of “Oreov Lad” national restaurant near Skopje (the weather was sunny and hot). 
There were about 35 participants from different entities:

· Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning, 
· Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy 
· Ministry of Culture 
· Agency for Environment 
· Local government bodies (Municipality of Saraj, Municipality of Karpos) 
· International organizations (REC, UNDP, SDC) 
· NGO’s, 
· Academic institutions (Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Faculty of Forestry, Faculty of Natural Sciences, Faculty of Agriculture and Food, Faculty of Tourism) 
· Private sector
· Media 
Dr. Vlatko Andonovski, coordinator of MAKMONTANA – UNEP National Committee of the Republic of Macedonia opened the meeting and made brief introduction to the International Biodiversity Day (IBD) and 2009 biodiversity theme - invasive alien species (IAS) – as one of the greatest threats to biodiversity, and to the ecological and economic well-being of society and the planet. The methods for the prevention against invasive alien species were described. It was pointed out that Invasive alien species are a global issue that requires collaboration among governments, economic sectors and non-governmental and international organizations.
Mr. Sasko Jordanov from the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning spoke about the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) as the first global agreement on conservation of biological resources and their sustainable use. He also informed participants about the activities carried out in the field of environment and biodiversity conservation. The other participants from the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning made brief introduction to the EMERALD and NATURA 2000 networks and their importance for nature protection. Then all participants were invited to enjoy the traditional food and to have open discussion. 
The representatives from scientific and educational institutions especially emphasized the importance of scientific knowledge combined with the local knowledge in protecting the biodiversity and managing local ecosystems. 
After the open discussion, the participants of the event concluded that inter-sectoral cooperation and public/private involvement should be reached in order to conserve biodiversity effectively. Also more effort is needed in integrating biodiversity conservation and sustainable use activities within decision-making frameworks.
